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The SEVEN MEITALS OF AFRICA exhibition opens at The Cleveland Uusetun of 
Art on June 21. This exhibit of traditional African art comes from the collections 
of The City Art Museum of St. Louis, The University Museum of Philadelphia and The 
Cleveland Museum of Art and private collections. 

In this show gold, silver, copper, iron, zinc, tin and lead appear in a 
variety of forms. Methods and concepts also vary greatly. The cire-perdue (or 
lost wax process) in which wax forms are translated into metal forms is used to 
produce many of the objects. Axes, staffs, hairpins and anklets have been made 
from beaten, twisted white hot iron on primitive forges. Finials for ceremonial 
umbrellas, handles for fans and fly-whisks are made from gold beaten to tissue-paper 
thinness and then used to sheath small wooden sculptures. Floral and geometrical 
relief patterns in repousse gold, silver, copper and brass make personal ornaments. 
Funerary figures, royal treasures, handles for weapons, altar furniture, jewelry, 
ancestor heads, ceremonial swords, cooking vessels and pipe bowls are included in 
the exhibition. 

One of the rare pieces in the exhibition is a group showing the Queen 
Mother of Benin with six of her handmaidens bearing fans, ceremonial swords, gongs 
and boxes. This group is cast on a hollow square decorated in the traditional Benin 
interwoven motif and ritual symbols. Another object of great beauty and grace is the 
brass figurine of a hunter and his dog. It is thought that these were made for the 
royal court of Abomey about 1800. 

African art is deeply involved, as most art is, in the sensible and spiritual 
goals of human beings. This exhibition therefore offers an opportunity to better 
understand the great continent of Africa. 

The exhibition continues through July 24 and is open free to the public. 
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